Application No. 10/626,548 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A configuration setting system for a network system 
including a plurality of electronic devices communicably connected to a network, said 
configuration setting system setting a configuration of an electronic device based on a 
configuration of another electronic device that functions as a model device, 

said plurality of electronic devices including a candidate electronic device to operate 
as the model device, said candidate electronic device being provided with: 

a checking system that checks whether there is a currently operating model device on 
said network when said candidate electronic device is to function as the model device; 

a determining system that determines, when said checking system detects the model 
device, only one of said candidate electronic device and the currently operating model device 
as a new model device; and 

a configuration sending system that sends configuration information of the candidate 
electronic device to said plurality of electronic devices when the candidate electronic device 
is determined as the new model device by the determining system; 

wherein said currently operating model device is configured such that whether a 
function of the model device is to be maintained is set, and 

wherein said determining system determines that the currently operating model device 
as the model device when said currently operating model device is configured such that the 
function of the model device is to be maintained. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 1, 
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wherein said determining system including an input device that allows a user to select 
one of said candidate electronic device and the currently operating model device as the new 
model device. 

4. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim l 9 
wherein said candidate electronic device is provided with a notification system that 
notifies other electronic devices that said candidate electronic device operates as the model 
device when said determining system determines said candidate electronic device as the new 
model device. 

5-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Previously Presented) An electronic device capable of operating as a model 
device for a configuration setting system for a network system having a plurality of electronic 
devices communicably connected to a network, a configuration of the plurality of electronic 
devices being set based on a configuration of the model device, 

said electronic device capable of operating as the model device being provided with: 

a checking system that checks whether there is a currently operating model device on 
the network when said electronic device is to function as the model device; 

a determining system that determines, when said checking system detects the currently 
operating model device on the network, one of said electronic device and the currently 
operating model device as a new model device; and 

a configuration sending system that sends configuration information of the electronic 
device to said plurality of electronic devices when the electronic device is determined as the 
new model device by the determining system; 

wherein said currently operating model device is configured such that whether a 
function of the model device is to be maintained is set, and 
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wherein said determining system determines that the currently operating model device 
as the model device when said currently operating model device is configured such that the 
function of the model device is to be maintained. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Presented) A computer accessible storage which stores a program 
which is executed by a computer so that the computer function as an electronic device 
capable of operating as a model device for a configuration setting system for a network 
system having a plurality of electronic devices communicably connected to a network, a 
configuration of the plurality of electronic devices being set based on a configuration of the 
model device, 

said electronic device capable of operating as the model device being provided with: 

a checking system that checks whether there is a currently operating model device on 
the network when said electronic device is to function as the model device; 

a determining system that determines, when said checking system detects the currently 
operating model device on the network, one of said electronic device and the currently 
operating model device as a new model device; and 

a configuration sending system that sends configuration information of the electronic 
device to said plurality of electronic devices when the electronic device is determined as the 
new model device by the determining system; 

wherein said currently operating model device is configured such that whether a 
function of the model device is to be maintained is set, and 

wherein said determining system determines that the currently operating model device 
as the model device when said currently operating model device is configured such that the 
function of the model device is to be maintained. 

11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Currently Amended) A configuration setting system for a network system 
including a plurality of electronic devices communicably connected to a network, said 
configuration setting system setting a configuration of an electronic device based on a 
configuration of a predetermined electronic device functioning as a model device, 

said predetermined electronic device being provided with: 

a checking system that checks whether there is a currently operating model device on 
said network when said predetermined electronic device is to function as the model device; 

a determining system that determines, when said checking system detects no model 
device, said predetermined electronic device as the model device for said network system; 
and 

a configuration sending system that sends configuration information of the 
predetermined electronic device to said plurality of electronic devices when the 
predetermined electronic device is determined as the new model device by the determining 
system; 

wh e rei n wherein, when said currently operating model device is on said network, said 
operating model device is configured such that whether a function of the model device is to 
be maintained is set, and 

wherein said determining system determines that the currently operating model device 
as th e n e w mod e l devic e is kept operating as said model device when said currently operating 
model device is configured such that the function of the model device is to be maintained. 

13. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 12, 
wherein, said determining system includes an input system that allows a user to select 

one of the currently operating model device and said predetermined electronic device as said 
model device, 
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wherein when said currently operating model device is on said network and the 
function as said model device is releasable, said determining system determining selected one 
of said currently operating model device and said predetermined electronic device as said 
model device and the other as a non-model device. 

14. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 13, 
further including a setting system that sets the configuration of said currently 

operating model device to function as the non-model device, and sets the configuration of 
said predetermined electronic device to function as said model device when said 
predetermined electronic device is determined to be said model device. 

15. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 13, 
further including a setting system that sets the configuration of said predetermined 

electronic device to function as said non-model device when said currently operating 
electronic device is determined to be said model device. 

16. (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 15, wherein 
said setting system obtains the configuration of said currently operating model device and 
updates the configuration of said predetermined electronic device in accordance with the 
configuration of said currently operating model device. 

17. (Currently Amended) The configuration setting system according to claim 12, 
further including a setting system, 

wherein said determining system includes an input system that allows a user to select 
one of the currently operating model device and said predetermined electronic device as said 
model device, and 

wherein, when said currently operating model device is on said network and the 
function as said model device is not releasable, a -said setting system sets the configuration of 
said predetermined electronic device so as to operate as the non-model device. 
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1 8. (Previously Presented) The configuration setting system according to claim 
17, wherein said setting system obtains the configuration of said currently operating model 
device and updates the configuration of said predetermined electronic device in accordance 
with the configuration of said currently operating model device. 

19-30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Original) The configuration setting system according to claim 1 , wherein the 
configuration includes operational parameters for each electronic device, each electronic 
device operates in accordance with the operational parameters. 

32-36. (Canceled) 
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